Bethel
Broadcaster

May @ 2023

Synod-Wide Family Hike May 13"

The Northern Great Lakes Synod Youth Ministry Team and
U.P. Wild Church invite you to partlclpate in a Synod-Wide
Family Hike on Saturday, May 13", There will be multiple
hikes taking place in different locations throughout the synod
and you are invited to join one of them! Each hike will
showcase the beauty of God’s creation and include an outdoor
prayer service.

The Menominee Valley Conference Hike will start at 3pm at
Chickadee Stables, located at the home of Pastor Lee and
Jeanie Goodwin (W2234 State Hwy 64, Marinette). This
family-friendly event is free and all ages and abilities are
welcome. Trail snacks and activities for kids will be provided!
Participants are asked to bring their own water bottle and a
lawn chair, if desired. Boots and bug spray may also come in
handy, depending on our spring weather! Questions can be
directed to Jeanie Goodwin
0?. WI( O(jeanhgoodwin@gmail.com).

A full list of hike locations and times are on the
synod website at https://nglsynod.org/youth/
You can also learn more about U.P. Wild at
https://upwild.org/
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Greetings,

| am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers
(n the desert. -Isaiah 43:19

Pastor Scott

The months ahead here at Bethel will be ones of
preparation and transition...which is both exciting and a bit nerve
-wracking! As a congregation, we’ve been having conversations
for about four years about creating a sabbatical policy. During the
pandemic, much of this was put on hold as every day brought
about new changes and uncertainties.

But as we began to take steps into the routine we all
missed, [ became increasingly aware that an extended time for me
to tend to my own walk of faith was more than a want-God was
making it known in many ways that it was a need. I’m thankful
that the ELCA and Northern Great Lakes Synod recognized long
ago the benefits of rostered leaders having an opportunity for
Sabbath work after serving in a call over seven years. Although
Sunday is worship for ministers, they are often not times of rest.

In the Lutheran tradition, when an individual is trained for
ministry, and then called by a faith community, a stole is given to
them when they are ordained. This is the cloth that pastors wear
across their shoulders, and represents the burdens we willingly
bear for the sake of Christ, and the people God calls us to serve.
The stole I received in my ordination in 2007 was made by my
mother, and I still remember the sense of pride I felt as my
parents placed it on me. Oftentimes I think back on that day, and
of the many people who helped nurture my faith. I’'m both
humbled and challenged that God chose the vocation of minister
for me, and how many people God worked through to help me
discern a call to ordained ministry.
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As we know from experience, change isn’t always easy.
Yet in both the biblical narrative and in our lives today, God does
great and wonderful work during times of change. The words
from the prophet Isaiah were written during a time of great stress
for the Hebrew people. It was a time of great upheaval and
uncertainty, and the words of the prophet were words of truth
filled with a promise of a future hope. Essentially, he was
reminding the people that even in the wilderness, God can and
will make a path to restoration.

This has been Bethel’s story since the late 1800s! I have
been humbled time and again how you have rallied as a family of
faith not only to create a sabbatical policy, but to adopt a budget
in faith that will allow for me to take a sabbatical and pay for
Pastor Keith Kolstad to serve you as interim from mid June-mid
September. Over the next month Pastor Kolstad will be meeting
with staff and leadership to prepare for the transition. He is a
trusted colleague and friend, and when he served the office of
pastor at Zion in Marinette, was able to take two sabbaticals. He
credits his long tenure as their pastor as being directly tied to the
gift of sabbaticals.

On May 21%, Zion’s council president Troy Cording will
be present in worship to give a temple talk on the benefits of a
sabbatical not only for the pastor, but for the health of the
congregation as well. The policy Bethel adopted is very similar to
Zion’s.

As I stated earlier, the closer we get to the Summer
months, I find both the excitement and nervousness growing. I’'m
very much looking forward to being more present with my
family, and returning to the ministries that nurtured my sense of
call- St. James Lutheran in my hometown of Rudyard, Fortune
Lake Lutheran Camp, and Lutheran Campus Ministry at NMU.

(Continued on page 8)
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Our Christian Sympathy

e To Brian Bunting and his family. Brian’s wife, our friend
Joanne passed away on April 24™. Her funeral will be here
at Bethel on Friday, May 5". A visitation will take place
from 3 pm until the funeral at 5 pm. A meal will be served
after the funeral.

Congratulations

e To Kendall Burmeister who graduated from Western
Michigan University on April 29" with a
Master’s degree in speech/language pathology.
She is currently applying for her clinical
fellowship through the American Speech '
Language Hearing Association.

Welcome to the Lord’s Family

We are happy to announce two baptisms at the end of April.
Congratulations to the families of

¢ Nolan Robert Golz, son of Danielle &
Bradley Golz, who was baptized here at
Bethel on Saturday, April 29".

o Tiegan Alaina Walker, daughter of Melissa
& Adam Walker, who was balPtized during
worship on Sunday, April 30"

\.. Thank You to April
&), Coffee Hour Servers
@3’\- Carol Pomrenke; Maxine Oleszak & Linda Hackert;

N Judy & Owen Peterson; Mary Krah & Terri
Falkenberg.
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Suicide Awareness Walk

Selina's Voice Community Suicide Awareness Walk will be
held May 6th. Registration will begin at 11 am, in the park
gazebo across from the River Pub in Peshtigo. A suggested
registration fee of $20 will include a t-shirt, while supplies
last. A short ceremony, and the presentation of awards will be
held beginning at noon followed by a one- or three-mile walk.

Bucket drawings will be available under the
tent. Participants are asked to bring a non-

) perishable food item for the Peshtigo Food

, Pantry. This will get them a free ticket to the
bucket draw. Drawings for the bucket prizes
) will be done shortly after all walkers return to
the park. Winners need not be present. Chili
and refreshments will be available.

Proceeds are used to award scholarships to Peshtigo High
School Seniors and encourage healthy dialogue among high
school aged students to prevent suicide.

ARC Blood Drive

The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive here at
Bethel on Thursday, May 18", Blood donation appointments
are available that day from 10 am until 4 pm. You

can make an appointment online at +
RedCrossBlood.org or by calling 800-448-3543.
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Darkness to Light
Child Protection Training Offered

As people of faith, we are called to care for “the least of
these” and “the smallest of these.” Faith leaders (pastors,
council members, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders,
parents) and all who are interested in creating a safer
community for our children are invited to a Stewards of
Children® training on Monday, May 8" at 5pm at
Emmanuel Lutheran (2901 13™ St, Menominee). This 2.5
hour program is offered by Pastor Kari Vadis (Trinity,
Rhinelander), an Authorized Facilitator, and is approved for
2.5 contact hours of continuing education (2.5 CEUs).

Darkness to Light is a national not-for-profit leader in the
prevention of child sexual abuse. Guided by the vision of a
world where children can grow up happy, healthy, and safe,
Darkness to Light is committed to empowering people to
prevent child sexual abuse. They believe that protecting
children is an adult’s responsibility, and that through
education and training, adults will be empowered to act.
Stewards of Children® is an evidence-informed, award-
winning, two-hour training that teaches adults to prevent,
recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse.
Through interviews with child sexual abuse survivors,
experts, and treatment providers, Stewards of Children®
teaches adults practical actions they can take to reduce
instances of child sexual abuse in their organizations,
families, and communities.

This program is sponsored and supported by the UTHE
Northern Great Lakes Synod Youth Ministry P,
Team. There is no charge to attend the class, but &
pre-registration is encouraged by emailing d, NORTHERN Je
Stefanie Ehle (youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org) "\ ooc
to ensure enough workbooks are available.
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Journey: Tri-Synod
High School Youth Gathering

The Northern Great Lakes Synod is partnering again with the
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin and the LaCrosse Area Synod
for another regional youth gathering where
high schoolers will encounter God and one
another in new ways through creative ministry,
challenging conversation, inspiring guest
speakers, service learning and uplifting
worship. Additional details and a link to
register are available at nwswi.org/journey.

JULY 24-27, 2023
U Rer Fol

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering

Every three years, thousands of high school youth from
across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for
a week of faith formation and fellowship. The next ELCA
Youth Gathering will take place in New
Orleans on July 16-20, 2024 under the theme
“Created to Be” centered on Psalm 139:14 — I
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made. Wonderful are your works; that [ know
W very well.” Additional details can be found at
them elca.org/Y outhGathering.

9024 ELCA Youth Gathering
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(Continued from page 3)

All are places of faith and grace that continue to do God’s work,
and I look forward to what insights I will gain reconnecting with
these ministries and the leaders that now serve in them.

I will miss Bethel and all the wonderful people that
comprise this family of faith and the lives we touch. Please know
that you are in good hands with Pastor Kolstad, the staff of
Bethel, and our council leadership. I will be holding you close to
my heart, and will return with a renewed sense of call not only to
ministry as a whole, but to the office of pastor at Bethel.

God’s blessings be with you!

Pastor Scott Ehle

Ryan Golz Memorial Golf Outing

Thursday, June 15" is the Ryan Golz Memorial
Golf Outing at Little River Country Club. gﬂ
Registration for the event is from 12 to 1, and >
there will be a shotgun start at 1 pm. This is the Q| <
L=
D

only fundraiser for the Memorial Fund, which is
used to provide Ryan Golz Nice Kid
Scholarships. This year we will be awarding
two scholarships for $2,000 each, and we have
given away 10 for a total of $19,000.

The golf outing format is a 4 person
scramble and there will be a dinner and
bucket raffle prizes after golf. Cost for the
outing is $80 per person which includes
golf, cart and dinner. There is also a

dinner only option for $25. Please call
Steve Golz at 715-504-9292 to register
your foursome or if you have any questions.

&
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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every

matter under heaven.”
~Ecclesiastes 3:1

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
What time is it?

In our Synod Office, we have two clocks on the
conference room wall, one set to Eastern Time and
the other to Central Time. Between the two clocks
is the above verse. I find this to be a helpful
reminder, not only that our Synod spans two time zones, but that
all things have their time. And God’s time, or rather God’s
timing, plays a part in what our time will hold.

So what time is it for you? In your life? In your congregation’s
life? In the life of the Church? In the context of our changing
culture and world?

As I'look back on the times of my family, we are now past the
season of small children and the rhythm of school activities,
events, and sports. I am glad for the time we spent watching
games, choir concerts, piano lessons, and so much more. I’'m
both sad and relieved that I don’t have to sit on the bleachers in a
windy blizzard anymore, trying to distinguish the boy and the ball
on a gridiron covered with falling snow. These seasons of life
pass, and while we’re glad to have had them, we know that time
does not stand still. We expect that there will be different
seasons in a lifetime.

It is more difficult, I think, to witness the end of a season that has
spanned generations. When a congregation closes, it is easy to
feel not only deep grief, but a sense of failure, that somehow the
current generation has not done what is necessary. But what if
that community of faith has accomplished all that was needful in
its season? No congregation that was founded by the apostles in
the first century is still in existence. Those communities of faith

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

served for a time, the time that was given to them. And they
accomplished what was needful for their time, planting seeds of
future churches and future faith.

For everything there is a season; for people, for churches, for
institutions. I grieved along with you at the announcement that
Finlandia University will begin to end. The impact on the
community, the blow to its economy, to its sense of self and
pride, can hardly be estimated. It is a huge loss.

And yet, I find it helpful to put this loss within the context of
Ecclesiastes. For Finlandia, its season is over, along with
hundreds of other small colleges and universities that also will
close because they cannot withstand the challenges and realities
of our time. This is not the result of some failure or lack of
creative strategy or dedicated effort.

This simply is. Finlandia’s season is completed. And what
remains is to end with grace and gratitude for all that was
accomplished during its time. We celebrate the vision of its
founders, the education excellence, the nurturing of character and
integrity of so many students, the dedication of faculty, staff,
management, coaches, and more.

No one and no thing lasts forever; not people, not congregations,
not institutions. Kingdoms and nations rise and fall. Indeed, it is
when something has existed for generations that we expect it to
outlive us also. But this generation may well witness the end of
many things whose seasons will be complete during our time.

Consider the rotary dial phone, the 35 mm film camera and the
end of Kodak, the manual typewriter, cassette tapes, and the
whole polyester fashion debacle of the 1970’s. These things that
were so essential to their time are not only obsolete now, but they
only exist in antique shops, thrift stores, and dusty garage boxes.

yﬂ? \)&y % ?ii&q(’gy?i;é 10 \};}f \)f % ;}fil?o:h;}f;&



May z0z3

By the grace of God, our ministry efforts of the past, and those
that will end in our time, will plant seeds for future churches and
future faith. The assets of one whose season is ending will
provide new life for one whose season continues for future
ministry. The work of Christ and God’s purposes are far bigger
than any single person, congregation, or institution. God in
Christ Jesus is in the business of new life, and has a particular
flair for new life after death. As the season of ministry ends for
beloved efforts, traditions, congregations and institutions, God
brings new life, new energy, new possibilities, new opportunities.

So we contribute what we can, we participate as we are able, in
the time that we have been given, to further the work of Christ
that we know will continue long after we are gone.

Yours in Christ,

Bishop Katherine Finegan

The church of Christ in every age
beset by change, but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage

and keep on rising from the dead.

~Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book,
Hymn #729
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June Newsletter

If you have news to share with the rest of the congregation
that you would like published in the June newsletter please
submit it to me before Monday, May 22. Thanks!

Treasurer’s Report

March
Deposits.......ccccveeevennen. $10,445.85
EXpenses ........ccccocueue. $11,688.81

The Bethel Broadcaster is the monthly newsletter of Bethel Lutheran Church, 1309 14th Ave.,
Menominee, MI, 49858, 906-863-2066, BethelMenominee.com. Bethel is a congregation in the
Northern Great Lakes Synod (nglsynod.org) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org).
Editor: Heidi Beland, bethel_secretary@yahoo.com. Pastor: Rev. Scott Ehle, revscott25@gmail.com.
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