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Blood Drive Scheduled

Bethel will be the site of an American Red Cross Blood

Drive on Thursday, May 16", Donation times run from

11 am — 4 pm. There are currently many openings. Please
make an appointment if you are able to give
(RedCrossBlood.org or 800-733-2767) and as always, please
help us spread the word. Thank you!

Spring Hike May 19"
The Northern Great Lakes Synod and U.P. Wild Church invite

you to participate in a spring hike which will showcase the
beauty of God’s creation and include an outdoor prayer service.

The hike here in our Menominee Valley Conference will start at
3 pm on May 19" at the Wickman Family Farm located at
W4410 Panske Rd. in Porterfield. This family-friendly event is
free, and all ages and abilities are welcome. Trail snacks will be
provided and participants are asked to bring their own water
bottle. Questions can be directed to Karen Anne Hanson
(hansk@northlandlutheran.org).
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Dear friends,

Spring is upon us, and I’m sure that those of
you who garden either have seeds in the
ground, or have a strategy in place on when
planting will occur. I’'m not a gardener, but |
have deep appreciation for those who do. Part

of it was growing up in a farming community
Pastor seott and knowing the difficult labor that goes into a
growing season. Even those who garden as a hobby know that
hard work, persistence, and the ability to cope with failure are
realities.

My brother has a “green thumb,” and even made headlines
when he was in third grade. His teacher was from Arkansas,
and brought raw cotton into the class to show them a bit about
the plant that makes up so much of our clothing. Tim found a
few seeds and planted them...which grew, and produced
cotton! In Michigan! (Indoors of course). He liked to
experiment by planting different fruit

seeds, and was able to grow a decent Y ‘.‘Q

sized orange tree in our home. While in  » 0 "
middle school, he had a large N CD g5
strawberry patch behind the house. One R =
day he went to weed and collect berries o=/ 7| @‘
only to find that a bear was helping ow
itself to (literally!) the fruits of his ¢
labor. As an adult he still gardens, and I
think this quality to nurture life is what \g

I N
makes him a great doctor.
The Bible has a lot to say about planting. Partly because it was

written in a time when people were much closer to the
earth....they either grew their own food or knew the people
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that did. When Jesus used ‘seed’ imagery to describe faith, it
connected with many. For us, we may need to study a bit
more to grasp the Parable of the Sower:

Again (Jesus) began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large
crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea
and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on
the land. He began to teach them many things in parables,
and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on a path, and the
birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground,
where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly,
since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was
scorched, and since it had no root it withered away. Other
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it,
and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and
brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “If you have
ears to hear, then hear!”

-Mark 4:1-8

The gardeners who are reading this know that where a seed is
planted is key to its eventual success and yield. As Jesus
points out in this parable, conditions exist that make it
impossible or highly improbable for the seed to take root, let
alone thrive. This is why we worship! Although it is worth
noting that God will scatter seeds of faith into our lives
whether we are the embodiment of good soil, or parched and
barren.

For my own life of faith, when I read the above parable, I'm
reminded of how resilient God’s seeds are through the tender
work of the Spirit. As a Confirmation student, I had little
interest in church. The main reason I went wasn’t because |
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

wanted to learn about my baptism or why my parents chose to
bring me to those waters of life. No, it was more a recognition
on my end that one hour a week wasn’t worth the grief I’d get
if I tried to get out of it. It was not a time of good soil. Why

then, can I look back upon that time as formative to my faith?

The above parable isn’t Jesus teaching that God can

only work if we have met all the criteria to be “good Q)
soil.” Rather, it is showing that God is constantly b
showering us with love, mercy, and forgiveness.
Sure, when we nurture our inner lives of faith
through prayer, worship, and service, the

yield is marvelous—even in ways of which ———— —
we are not fully aware. But we also can’t S
fall into the trap of thinking that God’s agency in our lives is
based on our works.

This teaching, and the entirety of the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus is clear in its claim that God is seeking
the lost, lonely, and forgotten. Yes, God delights when we
tend to our faith life and cheers those fruits of the Spirit that
have sprung from the seeds our Creator planted within:

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is

no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live

by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not

become conceited, competing against one another, envying

one another.
-Galatians 5:22-26
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But I also believe in God’s amazing grace that allows for
seeds to be scattered upon the times and places in our lives
when we don’t embody the above qualities that Paul listed
above. Why? Because God knows that with the help of the
Spirit, we are capable of all of that and more.

So as the days warm, and plants begin (or resume)
growth, think upon your faith life...and be gentle
with yourself. God isn’t asking for perfection—
Jesus already figured that out with us in
mind!

Peace to you,

Pastor Scott Ehle

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Stories of Generosity

These stories of generosity are being lifted up by those who
have been discussing Charles Lane’s book “Ask, Thank, Tell.”
Do you have a story of generosity you'd like to share? Please
contact Pastor Scott or a member of the book discussion
group that meets after worship on the 3" Sunday of each
month. Generosity comes in many forms, and it is good to
uplift a variety of people and their stories! The following was
shared by Pastor Scott Ehle in worship on April 21*

Boundless Compassion, a takeaway from the book Tattoos
on the Heart by Gregory Boyle:

When Pastor Keith Kolstad preached during Bethel and
Emmanuel’s Wednesday Lenten worship services, he
referenced this book that changed his life...even causing him
to have an “argument” on social media with a family member

who referred to gang members in a negative way. I was
(Continued on page 9)
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m"' Thank You to
=&, \ April Coffee Hour Servers
N Judy & Owen Peterson; Karen & Don Nichols; Cindy,
Jim, Mason, & Raelin Baur; Nancy & Bob Krysiak.

News from Bethel's Council

e Thank you to Jim Baur who concluded his time as property
chair this spring. He will remain on the committee as Dale
VanDuinen and Dave Doubek step up as co-chairs.

e The council voted to extend a job offer to Tricia Moss, who
has been our custodian on a trial basis since February. She is
excited to be our custodian, and we are happy to have her
here!

Light the Fire for Fortune Lake

The ministry of Fortune Lake Lutheran
Camp is a shared endeavor between our
association congregations and the camp.
The FLLC Board of Directors invites you
to Light the Fire for Fortune Lake by
participating in a community bonfire on
the evening of Friday, May 31%. Join the
fun at Zion Lutheran Church in Marinette,
beginning at 6:30 pm. If you can’t make it
in person you can still join us LIVE on
Facebook.
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Golf Outing Fund Raiser
-By Steve Golz
Thursday, June 13" is the Ryan Golz Memorial Golf Outing at

(&

/

Little River Country Club. Registration for the event is from

12 to 1, with a shotgun start at 1pm. This is the only %}
Ryan Golz Nice Kid Scholarships. This year we will be /
awarding three scholarships for $2,000 each, and we have ( [
The golf outing is a four-person scramble and there

will be a dinner & bucket raffle prizes after golf. Cost =
dinner. There is also a dinner-only option for $25, with dinner
at about 5:30. Please call Steve Golz at 715-504-9292 to

fundraiser for the Memorial Fund, which is used to provide — 3’*
-
given away 13 for a total of $25,000.
L
for the outing is $80/person, which includes golf, cart &
register your foursome or if you have any questions.

Rummage Sale

Bethel’s Rummage Sale will be held this summer on June 14™
& 15", 8am to 2pm. Due to storage space, if possible, please
hold items to be donated until the week of June 9. We will
also be hosting a bake and plant sale during the rummage. If
you are willing to help with this great project, please contact
Carol Johnson, Cindy Baur, or Anne Kelley. Any questions or
comments can be directed to those individuals.

Quilting Changed
to First Week in June

The building will be busy during the week leading .l

up to the rummage sale so the Forget-Me-Knot < N
Quilters have moved their workshop days one week | < >
earlier than usual to June 3™ & 4. (u Rl =
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Altar Flowers

Our altar flower calendar is WIDE OPEN. We
have a weekly arrangement with the Flower
Gallery to delivery one vase each Saturday for
the next day’s worship service. One vase comes
whether someone from Bethel sponsors them or
not. An anonymous donor has given money to
cover weeks that no one else is sponsoring
flowers and when there is no sponsor at all the
Memorial Fund pays for them.

It’s easy to sponsor a Sunday! If you’re interested here’s how
to do it:

*Contact Heidi to see if your preferred date is available

Call the office on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
between 10 am & 2 pm

OR
Email bethel secretary(@yahoo.com anytime
*Tell Heidi what you want the bulletin to say about your
flowers
*Make arrangements with Heidi to pay for your flowers ($10)

*Wait for your date to arrive then take your flowers home
after worship that day

Book Discussion

If you would like to take part in a book discussion on Tattoos
on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion by
Gregory Boyle, please begin reading now! Bethel owns
several copies, and copies are available at local libraries as
well. The class will take place in mid-June on an evening
during the week. The final dates will be in the June newsletter.
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(Continued from page 5)
intrigued, because I know that Pastor Kolstad is not the
argumentative sort (unless he hears someone slander the good
name of lutefisk, then all bets are off), and with what is
known about the dangers that gangs pose to society, I wanted
to learn more about this pastor in California who ministers to
gang members. In this book, the Jesuit priest does so in a
variety of ways, by being active in jail ministry, trying to have
positive influences on kids so they won’t join, but above all
else-still seeing the humanity in people who chose the wrong
path, and not defining them based on a life of violence and
conditional love.

I read through the book in nearly one sitting. When I wasn’t
reading it, I was thinking about Father Boyle and the courage
in the work he does...oftentimes placing himself in danger to
minister to the outcasts. In my Easter sermon, I referenced his
reflection on how to define success as Christians. After all,
those who fund non profits like the one he runs (Homeboy
Industries) that give jobs to former gang members want to see
evidence-based results that show success. This is
understandable, but when we try to measure ‘success’ through
the Christian lens, it becomes difficult to define:

“People, funders in particular, want to know if what you do “works.”
Naturally, | find myself heartened by Mother Teresa’s take: “We are
not called to be successful, but faithful.” This distinction is helpful for
me as | barricade myself against the daily dread of setback...You
trip over disappointment and recalcitrance every day, and it all
becomes a muddle. God intends it to be, | think. For once you
choose to hang out with folks who carry more burden than they can
bear, all bets seem to be off. Salivating for success keeps you from
being faithful...If you surrender your need for results and outcomes,
success becomes God'’s business.” (pgs. 167-168)

“Success and failure, ultimately, have little to do with living the
Gospel. Jesus stood with the outcasts until they were welcomed or
he was crucified-whichever came first.” (pg 172)

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
Boyle has been criticized for his ministry toward gang
members, especially by people who have been harmed by
gang violence. He shares their disdain for the gangs, and
doesn’t mention any by name in the book for this reason. Yet
he isn’t willing to let past actions (no matter how heinous)
stand in the way of seeing current and former gang members
as beloved children of God. Lula’s story is a perfect example,
as the young boy appears never to have joined a gang, though
his upbringing is tragic. I invite you to consider where
generosity is present in Lula’s story told by Father Boyle:

“Lula grew up in our office. He’s in his early twenties now and has a
son. He was ten when he first wandered in. I'd met him...at the
annual Easter Egg hunt. This was no White House affair, just
something thrown together very last minute by the ladies of the
parish, but the kids seemed to have a good time. Lula was a skinny
kid,...undernourished, filthy. He was standing by himself, and no
one seemed to include him or pay him much attention, except when
they’d steal his eggs.

‘My name is Luis, but everybody calls me Lula,” he said.

| remember this a week later, when | pull up to an intersection and
see him entering the crosswalk alone, his walk clumsy and self-
conscious. | roll down my window and catch his attention. ‘Hey,
Lula.’

You would have thought | had electrocuted him. His whole body
spasms with delight to be known, to be called, to hear his name
uttered out loud. For his entire trip through the crosswalk, Lula kept
turning back and looking at me, smiling.

Lula didn’t do well in school...He didn’t know how to tell time until...

a member of our staff taught him using a paper plate and movable

hands. He was probably fifteen when he learned the concept of

time...

Ten-year-old Lula walks into my office and stands in the doorway. |

suppose he’s kept from fully entering by the fact that we are in the

midst of a meeting with job developers. He’s positioned at the

entrance and holds up a piece of paper, smiling broadly and doing a

dance not unlike one that indicates the need for a restroom. | can
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
see from where | sit that it’s a report card. That Lula, who does so
poorly in school, would be ecstatic about his grades, is cause to halt
the meeting.

‘You come over here, Lula.’ | wave him in, and he navigates the
adults who are sitting in his way. He hands me the report card and
stands by my side, resting his elbow on my shoulder. His glee
cannot be contained. | glance across the piece of paper in front of
me and locate the subjects. F, F, F, F, F, F. All F’s and nothing
but... F’s. | think, Why’s he so excited to show me this thing? | am
frantically perusing every inch of this report card to find something,
anything, for which to praise Lula. | find it. ‘Absences: 0.’

‘Lula nice...you didn’t miss a day—you didn’t miss a day.’

(Lula receives high fives and $5 from one of the volunteers as he
leaves with the “successful” report card).” (pgs 47-49)

Is it possible that we can even be generous in failure? For
thousands of years the Christian claim is yes- that even when
we fail, God’s will is still done. When I was interviewing to
be Bethel’s minister, [ was told that you were known as the
teacher’s church. And over the last twelve years, I’ve been
blessed to work with many people who are current or retired
teachers. The wealth of experience in dedicating one’s career
toward the learning of others is noble. And I’ve seen how
much teachers care for their students, especially the ones
whose grades and behaviors might classify as failures. In the
words of one teacher, “Too much energy I can deal with.
Apathy is the only thing I can’t turn into a teachable
moment.”

I’ve learned from you that this congregation is filled with
teachers! Florists to accountants have taught me that failure is
a part of life, and it is how we respond to it that shapes our
character. So let us re-imagine success, perhaps call off our
pursuit of it, and recognize that God is not asking for success,
but faithfulness.
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June Newsletter

If you have news to share with the rest of the congregation
that you would like published in the June newsletter please
submit it to me before Thursday, May 16™. Thanks!

When is the Building Unlocked?

Our main door off the parking lot is generally unlocked on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10 am until 2 pm.
There are times when both Pastor Scott & I need to leave
(errands to bank & post office, lunchtime, hospital calls or
home visits) but we are usually able to adjust our schedule.
Call ahead to give us an idea of when you will be coming by
and we will try to adjust our schedule to accommodate you.

Treasurer’s Report

March
Deposits......ccceeveennnenne $26,844.21
Expenses ........ccccueene. $11,173.06

The Bethel Broadcaster is the monthly newsletter of Bethel Lutheran Church, 1309 14th Ave.,
Menominee, MI, 49858, 906-863-2066, BethelMenominee.com. Bethel is a congregation in the
Northern Great Lakes Synod (nglsynod.org) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org).
Editor: Heidi Beland, bethel_secretary@yahoo.com. Pastor: Rev. Scott Ehle, revscott25@gmail.com.
Unless otherwise noted on the enclosed calendar, we worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School is held on the first and third Sundays of each month, beginning at 8:15 a.m. Holy Communion
is celebrated every week. We invite you to join us.
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