Hanging of the Greens

Please stay following worship on December 1* and join us as
we decorate for the Advent & Christmas seasons!

New Christmas Trees

Thank you to Sue Poutinen who donated Bethel’s new
©® . Christmas trees in loving memory of her husband Jay.
5 o Christmas was one of his favorite times of the year, and
caw> Wwe give thanks for Jay’s memory, and Sue’s generosity.

Two Fresh Wreaths

GFWC Menominee Woman’s Club recently
used our Fellowship Room to stage and decorate
Holiday Wreaths for one of their annual fund @
raisers. They have given two wreaths to decorate ¥
our doors this season.

The club engages in many volunteer activities
and service projects in our community. If you would like to
learn more go to https://www.gfwcmenominee.org/service-
programs.html
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Greetings,

The beginning of the church year, Advent is the
season of waiting, and like Lent- encourages us
to examine our faith in terms of preparation for
the coming of Christ. On the surface, we may

rom
Pastor jS[a ot¢] question why we do this. After all, we know the

Christmas joy that was at the end of the journey
for Mary and Joseph; the birth of Jesus, savior of the world.
Year after year, what are we doing with this time?

This is the very question that Advent invites the faithful to
consider. By asking it, turning inward, while engaging the
world around us we are able to appreciate how long people were
waiting for the Messiah to come. And though we look at Jesus’
birth narrative and see a tender scene, through a time of waiting
and preparation, we can also understand how, from the very
beginning, God was defying people’s expectations:

-Instead of a palace, the Messiah was born in a stable.

-Society had every reason not to believe Mary’s story of how
she became pregnant, but Joseph did after God reassured him
through a dream. There was likely scorn that surrounded this
new family.

-His arrival was not announced to the court, but to shepherds in
the dark of night.

-The religious elites weren’t present, but representatives of
another faith tradition, the Magi gave gifts filled with meaning.

-When Jesus was young, they had to flee to Egypt as refugees to
escape Herod’s wrath.

Considering these points and many more found in the birth
narratives of Matthew and Luke, we can clearly see why, in his
ministry, Jesus time and again went against expectations of the
day. This is most clearly seen when he would find the
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vulnerable and outcasts and care for them. Whether through
healing, or making them the role models in teaching moments,
Jesus identified with those people society (and faith) had
abandoned.

This in and of itself is worth a month of reflection. Was Jesus
commended for this? When he was challenged over this, Jesus
‘upped the ante:’

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang
all the Law and the Prophets.” -Matthew 22:37-40

In this month where the daylight seems fleeting, the
temperature drops, and the schedules get busy, I invite you to
slow down and have a moment of Advent
each day. Allow yourself to be challenged by
Jesus, even as you consider the demands of
your life. Much has changed since Jesus was
born and the Bible was written, but the joy of
the promised kingdom is as near now as
when the angels lit up the sky singing of
Jesus’ birth. As is the teaching of our savior:
love God with everything we have, and with
the same fervor, care for our fellow humans.

Peace to you,
Pastor Scott Ehle
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First Communion Class

Following the Hanging of the Greens on December 1%, there
will be a First Communion class for anyone interested in
learning more about the sacrament of the altar. At Bethel,
there’s no set grade or age to qualify for the class. Please ask
Pastor if you have any questions. Parents are welcome to
attend!

Conference-Wide Youth Event

Menominee Valley Conference youth between 6™-12"
grades are invited to make an ornament that can be
given to someone this Christmas season. We will meet
at CJ’s Glass (802 Main Street) in Marinette on
Friday, December 13 from 5:00 — 7:30 p.m. There is no cost
to participate, but reservations are needed by December 10.
Please email youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org to secure your
spot at the table!

m' Thank You to November
=&, . Coffee Hour Servers

N Nancy & Bob Krysiak; Karen & Don Nichols; Mary &
Bill Krah; Bethel’s Council.

\~.
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Affirmation of Baptism

Congratulations to Kiefer Bergstrom and Mark Ehle, who
affirmed their baptismal vows through the rite of
Confirmation in worship on November 24™. We welcome
them to the ranks of adult members!
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Changing Tables
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We now have Koala Kare changing tables in both

of our main bathrooms off the foyer. These tables @
were purchased using money raised at the rummage

sale in June. Special thanks to Dave Doubek & Koala Kare
Scott Palmer who installed them.

nvelopes are Available

2025 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up.
They are on the table in the Fireside Room. You may
begin using them on January 5™. Check for your box if
you have made regular gifts throughout this year. If
you do not see a box with your name but would like
one, please contact Heidi. You may call 906-863-2066
anytime it is convenient and leave a message; call during
office hours (M — Th, 10am — 2pm); or email

bethel secretary@yahoo.com.

hristmas Eve Worship Schedule

This year we are back to our regular Christmas Eve worship
times of 2 pm and 9 pm. The afternoon service will include
our Sunday School Christmas program and the evening
service will be our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight
service. Join us for one (or both!) to celebrate the Nativity of
Our Lord.
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Included in this edition of the Bethel Broadcaster is a
request form that you can use to submit information to
be included in the Christmas Eve bulletins. Each year
we offer opportunities for you to honor your loved ones and
give a gift to either beautify the worship space or help support
of ministry of this congregation.

Here is information about the ministries we are focusing on
this year:

Lutheran Disaster Response is a ministry of the AN
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Lutheran Ja]={{=\1}
Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and 0‘%‘ 570
renewal with people whose lives have been disrupted ANI/4
by disasters in the United States and around the

world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, LDR
stays to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.

The ELCA is a church that is a catalyst, convener and bridge
builder. Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other
disaster response organizations and religious entities in the
United States and around the world. This enables the greatest
stewardship of resources and maximum impact of response.
LDR is a welcome partner because they respect the
perspectives and strengths of others.

Dorothy’s Haven of Hope Homeless Shelter, located at 603
Mann St. in Marinette, has been serving our community since
2006.

5 a‘%avaz (@)
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It is their mission to provide a safe, ) S
temporary transitional home environment for
persons in need and to assist them in the Lonelens ShA

transition to independent living. The shelter
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doors are open from 8am until Spm with someone on call 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. They have beds available for
single adults, 18 and older, both male and female. The
building has space available for up to 13 individuals at any
given time and are most often at capacity.

Dorothy’s Haven is also an emergency warming shelter when
temperatures hit below 0°F as well as a place of comfort for
individuals in need of a warm shower and hot meal any time
of year.

Bethel’s iCare Program began in 2012 when Sue Mejer
brought a need to the attention of this congregation. Sue got
us started collecting personal hygiene items for middle and
high school students in Menominee Area Public Schools. This
program has bloomed into food and clothing collections,
along with monetary donations made to the
counseling department at Menominee HS
which enable them to purchase items as
needed. iCare has been the focus of God’
Work. Our Hands. Sunday and inspired the
same type of collections in the Marinette
School District.
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FROM HEIDI IN THE

CHURCH

IOFEICE

Next Month’s Newsletter

If you have news to share with the rest of the congregation
that you would like published in the January newsletter please
submit it to me before Tuesday, December 17", Thanks!

Wm? Chritmas!
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Treasurer’s Report

October
Beginning Balance.......$51,346,.36
Deposits ....cceeeeveeenreennne 12,263.46
Expenses .....ccccceceeeueenne. 21,091.67
Ending Balance............ $42.518,.15

The Bethel Broadcaster is the monthly newsletter of Bethel Lutheran Church, 1309 14th Ave.,
Menominee, MI, 49858, 906-863-2066, BethelMenominee.com. Bethel is a congregation in the
Northern Great Lakes Synod (nglsynod.org) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org).
Editor: Heidi Beland, bethel_secretary@yahoo.com. Pastor: Rev. Scott Ehle, revscott25@gmail.com.
Unless otherwise noted on the enclosed calendar, we worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School is held on the first, third and fifth Sundays of each month, beginning at 8:15 a.m. Holy
Communion is celebrated every week. We invite you to join us.
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CHRISTMAS
MEMORIALS

2024

I WOULD LIKE TO:

[_IPlace a poinsettia in the chancel.
I will bring my plant to Bethel before Christmas Eve
and take it home no later than January 5"

[ 1 Designate my monetary gift toward...
1 will make my check out to Bethel Lutheran Church

$ Lutheran Disaster Response
$ Dorothy’s Haven of Hope Homeless Shelter
$ Bethel’s iCare Program for MAPS

Given: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY—USE BACK IF NEEDED)
[_IIn Memory of:

[]In Honor of:

[]In Thanks to God for:

By:

Phone number:

PLEASE NOTE: Requests for Christmas Memorials
need to be submitted to the church office no later than
Sunday, December 15" if they are to be included in the
Christmas Eve bulletins.

ALSO: PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME ON YOUR PLANT



